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With huDdreds olai.show peribrnrers tdking ro the skres elch ser
son, its somervhdt surprising thdt only d handful fl.v the $'ell kno$,n
\\brld \Vrr II taincr known as the S^\l/T 6'lcx!D. Though most
ol us nev€rget tircd ofseeing high perl;rhance loops, rolls, rnd
tail-slides nr Ertras, Pins and oth€r ext.ctuc acrobatic dirfiali, thcre
is somctbiDg even nnrc spccial\!hen seeing n,nrcofthese sane
.raneuyers tlo$n in . trvo-and-a-half ton i940s,vintage trainer
'lhough 

not rs sleek or hdn raising N dre MX 2, most avr.tron en
thusiasts caD appre.iate $hat dre TexaD reprcsents.

K$ in l(uso is one olthose perfonneA llying aerobati.s in the
renemble Texdn. \{hcn you see Kevin! denn), aDd jfyou unde.nrnd
d litde about dre Te\dnl! cngineerjng and Nh.t it \vas originallyde
signcd to do, you \Lillrppfuciak the pertbrndnct rvcn nrore.

Eeginnings
Born in iuoDtreal, C.ndda, Kevin Ru$o drcdnred olbeirg a pilol

as carl) as xge tlio- l w.s JNa)'s playiDg \vi1h tolplaDes \{h 1rids
)oungl' rccllls Kevin. Nlv non aDd d.d told de srorics about bo\v I
used to.un around tbe house wi th nI  anDs st retched our  l ikenings
Drdkj .g r i rp lanc Doises. I rs  funnlbur ,  t  cant  te l lyo!  Nh thad for

diNre.ldst Saturdal', but I c.n dcscribc in deldilnl) firsr Uight on I
DC 9.t thrce )ea6 old durnlga t.ip ro visit mvgrindprrcnls:

Thee\pericnce ofth.t d.y \rds etchcd in KeviDi tuinJ ioreyef
and pronpted hin to begin tlying at an early.ge. Soldnrgit ase 16,
Kevin recrivcd his pilot license on his lTth birthd.v He conti red
to pre$ on and obtained his co mcrcialj irNtrutuenr, tuulri-enginej
.Dd i rsbu. tor  rat ings a l lby the rge o i  19.  KeviD Joined rhc Uni ted
States Air Forcr Rcserves iD I 984, whe.c he would t\' the C I,t I B
and C l7 over thc next 24 yer6. He s.nrd as both .n instudor and
cvalu.torpilot, as \rcllis Squdd.on Sdfcb olicerud Chiet Pibt for
the 7l2nd Airlift Squldron.t Mccui,e Air Force Bdse in NcN Je6ql
During his servicc, KeviD fle\! severalhuDdred nrissions i. I)csert
Storjn, Desen Shield,.Dd Op€rdtnh lraqiFreedom, rnd reached the
rankofLi€trlenant Colonelbefore hh retirenrent ir 2008. Thrcugh-
out hisjourne), Kcvin has logged oler 19,000 hou6 flr'ing n1ilital,,
airline, drd corporrtc aircrift IIe curenrll holds conrDercidl, glidcr,
hclicopter, and ATP ratinSs

Whi lewi lh ThcUSAFRiD 1988,  Krv in bcgan to f ly  the C r4 l
lo ai6ho\vs lor sratic displal I greN up an ansho\v loverdnd Nas
hatp)' to do .n) shoN I had. chrrce to ds parr ofDr) sen ice in
the Resenesl'st.tes Kevin. l met sone gr.dr people during lhis
time and it gave 'ne the opportuniry to inter.ct rrlh spect.tors in
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lo\ing spcctatoB oltod.y to wirness the exact sanre 'naneuvers that
NeR tdlghl to dre student piblsback in the 19.10s and t950s]

A nothe, advant.ge of the SNJ is its appe.rance aDd presenra
tior. Though noticeibly l.rg.rand more cutubersonre thaD today!
derobdlic aircHll, its size rnd noise allow ior better visibility during
the pr.rarnunce B'ithout KeviD hd'irrg to ger righr down on rhe
de.k. l caD stay arourd 200 fcct at poirls in my demo .nd still allow
elerlone in thccro\vd lo see what Iin doibg]sdys Kevin.

A thir.l licnn enrbrdced q Kcvin is rheSNt! u,uqueress,n
l]fiDg.erobdlics on dre circuit. iuost oftoday\ rerobatic perform
crs Ih n,pc, high perfonD.nce aircmft specificrlly designed to fly
rhe inte.se maneuveE yotr sec thcm dol remlrks Kcvm. After
seenrg rwo o, three of these asLounding performanccs, t ger to fly the
big old tlLo an d -a- hrlf ton pldnc in a tot.lly dife.rnr shos To sotue
ofthe cro\!d il\ jNt a ch.nge ol pace, but to those in rhe know, iti
l ike.pples rnd orrnges

lod.\'!.ci)baric iircr.ft dre highly trured pieces olaeronatrti
.il enginetring, \cigh iDg rs liLrl. rs L200 lbs wirb over 300 ho6e
toir€r \\Ihrn you con4rare thrL with the TexiD rt 5,t00lbsnDd 600
ho6epoNer ir .callr is !nothe. wav oi flIing. 'Perfo.nriDg aerob.tics
in the Te\.d rqui.cs it be operdttd at the edge of iti envclope wilh
rcr) litlle room lil.e(nri stiles (e!in. lhe aircraft forces you to
mdnige your shor! precisell nDknrg surc your routi're is right on ir
all limes. Its ergincering does nol alldr nre to po\s up to correct
lik€ u Exlr.300, ard is a re$h, I tuay not h.ve enolgh aispeed lo
tc on the ne\t maDeulerl

''One thiDg lhdl crcr)' pilot p.sr o.present muskenrember
Nhcn ilying is lh.l po,!er, of eDerg\t is lilel says Kevi'r. "Texan pilots
trdnrirqduring \\rdl.l \\'ar Il Deeded lo leanr how to nunagc the

powerofthe planeso they$ould Dor find thcmsehcs in. positnnr in
which thcy might not beablc to recoler. Po\vcror energ),tudnage-
n 'enl  , (  i  n)p ly  rhrr .  rou hr \ (  lo  uIderr r  1d lhu nr  rneL\d .  ) , .J  rc
planning to do, see where the aircraft $i11 run out ofspeed, dnd h.re
a sai' to regah thar speed ivitbour sr.rillci g flight chfrclcristics
Ile Texan taught the pilots to respect po\lcr DrandgeDlenr dnd iD
doingso, helped tbem beconre sonre ofthr g.car€sr 6glrreL pik)ls in
the histo.y ofthe rlorldi

Moving Fotwotd
'nrough 

the flight chr.acterislics ofthc SNJ h!!c nor.nrngco
oler the past 70yeare, the airshow itulL6tr) has.ID his hlelrih rcar
o l f l y i l g r i  \ h o w ,  l h i , I e a  K c r i I n e N r o . , u  l . ' 1 . r l . e  l ' " r r . t , i  r t
mallydoes. "l lost xvo shows this )'edr dtre to budget cutsl'r.mlks
Keyin. The shoNs were both .anceled dn€ to d lack of fuDding.
I lole to do what Ian doidg, so I anr hoping lhdr p.omoteB \!i11
continue io open the doo6 fo. nrore pertbrners like me drdt don\

Kevin can be seeD on the circuir wirh his cight verr ol.i cr.\.
chielard drughter, Spence. FlynrS ilr the ba.k k, sho\vs, Spen.cl
takes on the rolcofcrew chiefbya$isting \!ith snDke oilrs $ellds
clcaningaDd refucling tlre pline. M) job is gre.i nr rhit ir rllows Dc
to speDd qu.lity time ryith rDy daughter iD doingsonrething Ne borh
lovel remarks Kcvin. ln lddnn)n lo her responsiLiilities rs.reN
chiel she alsdi's hands nre tu) hclnet and gi\'.s nic a kiss before I
flyl' How manycrewchiefs do thar?

Fot nbrc itiJon atia, oi Kerir booknry, ntd wlt.r. )Dr tdn see his l).1
lbthlanca plcM i,isit his ne]dn dt rrhli?drnsodriJdrs.or,.
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